
March 27th, 2026  
 
The Honorable John Thune​ ​ ​ ​ The Honorable Chuck Schumer 
Majority Leader ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Minority Leader 
U.S. Senate​ ​ ​  ​ ​ ​ U.S. Senate 
Washington, DC 20510​ ​ ​ ​ Washington, DC 20510                               
 
The Honorable Mike Johnson​ ​ ​ The Honorable Hakeem Jeffries   
Speaker of the House​​ ​ ​ ​ Minority Leader  
U.S. House of Representatives ​ ​ ​ U.S. House of Representatives  
Washington, DC 20515 ​ ​ ​ ​ Washington, DC 20515                  
 

Dear Leader Thune, Minority Leader Schumer, Speaker Johnson, Minority Leader Jeffries, and 
Members of the United States Senate and House of Representatives, 

We, the undersigned state legislators, more than 200 from around the country, write in opposition to 
threats and actions that restrict Medicaid home and community-based services (HCBS) and harm 
people with disabilities and older adults. More than 8.4 million people with disabilities and older 
adults rely on HCBS to live and age independently in their homes and communities, and they — 
along with their families and workers that make care possible — cannot afford cuts, reductions, or 
frozen funding to these life-saving services.  
 
We are deeply concerned by continued attacks on Medicaid, including actions by the Centers for 
Medicare & Medicaid Services’ (CMS) that undermine HCBS. We strongly reject the implication that 
increased demand for HCBS, including mental health services and other integral services for people 
with disabilities, or the growth in the number of direct care workers, is evidence of fraud.  
 
HCBS are essential supports that help older adults and people with disabilities with day-to-day 
activities such as bathing, dressing, managing medication, and participation in employment. More 
than 1 in 4 people in the U.S. have disabilities, and across the country, more than one in five adults 
receive ongoing support with everyday functional needs as part of aging and disability care. Family 
caregivers and direct care workers are also supported through Medicaid to provide life-saving, 
essential care. The growth in Medicaid spending reflects the needs of a rapidly growing population 
that requires care, a lack of good care jobs, and decades of progress to ensure people can live, age, 
and work with dignity in their homes and communities rather than costly institutional settings, often 
saving the government money.   
 
Cuts to Medicaid harm people with disabilities, older adults, family caregivers, and workers which 
Medicaid is intended to support. States are already facing difficult decisions following more than $1 
trillion cut from Medicaid, SNAP, and other public services to pay for tax cuts for the wealthiest and 
big corporations. At least 10 states — including Idaho, Colorado, Utah, Missouri, and Washington — 
have proposed eliminating or reducing some HCBS funding as a result. Recent CMS actions to 
withhold more than $250 million in Medicaid funds from Minnesota, including HCBS, further strain 
state budgets crises and threaten access to care.  
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https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/long-term-services-supports/downloads/ltss-rebalancing-brief-2023.pdf
https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/long-term-services-supports/downloads/ltss-rebalancing-brief-2023.pdf
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/healthcare/home-health-aides-and-personal-care-aides.htm#tab-6
https://www.cdc.gov/disability-and-health/articles-documents/disabilities-health-care-access.html
https://www.kff.org/report-section/kff-health-tracking-poll-october-2021-home-and-community-based-services-and-seniors-health-care-needs-findings/
https://www.kff.org/report-section/kff-health-tracking-poll-october-2021-home-and-community-based-services-and-seniors-health-care-needs-findings/
https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/long-term-services-supports/downloads/ltss-rebalancing-brief-2023.pdf
https://www.healthaffairs.org/doi/abs/10.1377/hlthaff.2011.1237
https://idahocapitalsun.com/2026/01/14/to-cut-medicaid-budget-governor-says-idaho-could-remove-disability-dental-services/
https://coloradosun.com/2026/02/16/medicaid-cuts-disability-community-connector/?utm_campaign=KHN%3A%20Daily%20Health%20Policy%20Report&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=404091606&utm_content=404091606&utm_source=hs_email
https://utahnewsdispatch.com/2026/01/27/potential-cuts-to-disability-programs-utah/
https://missouriindependent.com/2026/02/09/missouri-families-worry-proposed-80-7-million-cut-will-hobble-disability-care-programs/
https://www.columbian.com/news/2026/feb/17/advocates-5000-disabled-people-in-washington-could-lose-access-to-services/


Medicaid is already closely monitored, and states have robust tools to ensure accountability. The real 
challenge is a lack of sufficient public investment which leaves people without care, direct care 
workers underpaid, and family caregivers struggling trying to fill the gaps. We urge Congress to 
protect Medicaid and put guardrails in place that prevent policies that restrict HCBS or take away 
essential care from people who depend on them.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Alabama Representative Thomas E. Jackson 
Alaska Senator Elvi Gray-Jackson 
Arizona Senator Lela Alston 
Arizona Senator Mitzi Epstein 
Arizona Senator Lauren Kuby 
Arizona Senator Analise Ortiz 
Arizona Representative Lorena Austin 
Arizona Representative Junelle Cavero  
Arizona Representative Quantá Crews 
Arizona Representative Nancy Gutierrez 
Arizona Representative Alma Hernandez, MPH, MLS, J.D 
Arizona Representative Lydia Hernandez 
Arizona Representative Sarah Liguori 
Arizona Representative Stephanie Simacek 
Arizona Representative Stephanie Stahl Hamilton 
Arizona Representative Betty Villegas 
Arkansas Representative Diana Gonzales Worthen 
Arkansas Representative Joy C. Springer 
California Senator Anna M. Caballero 
California Senator Caroline Menjivar, MSW 
California Senator Sasha Renée Pérez 
California Senator Susan Rubio 
California Assembly Assistant Speaker Pro Tempore Celeste Rodriguez 
California Assemblywoman Pilar Schiavo​  
California Assemblymember Catherine Stefani 
Colorado Senator Matt Ball 
Colorado Senator Jeff Bridges 
Colorado Senate President James Coleman 
Colorado Senator Lisa Cutter 
Colorado Senator Jessie Danielson 
Colorado Senator Julie Gonzales  
Colorado Senate Majority Whip Nick Hinrichsen 
Colorado Senator Iman Jodeh 
Colorado Senator Cathy Kipp 
Colorado Senator Janice Marchman 
Colorado Senator Dylan Roberts 
Colorado Senator Marc Snyder 
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https://medicaiddirectors.org/resource/why-and-how-states-and-territories-are-addressing-fwa/


Colorado Senator Tom Sullivan 
Colorado Senator Katie Wallace 
Colorado Senator Mike Weissman 
Colorado Representative  Jennifer Bacon 
Colorado Representative and Speaker Pro Tempore Andy Boesenecker 
Colorado Representative Sean Camacho 
Colorado Representative Chad Clifford 
Colorado Representative Cecelia Espenoza 
Colorado Representative Meg Froelich 
Colorado Representative Lorena Garcia  
Colorado Representative Lori Goldstein 
Colorado Representative Eliza Hamrick 
Colorado Representative Jamie Jackson  
Colorado Representative Junie Joseph 
Colorado Representative Sheila Lieder 
Colorado Representative Meghan Lukens 
Colorado Representative and Speaker of the House Julie McCluskie 
Colorado Representative Kenny Nguyen 
Colorado Representative Jacque Phillips 
Colorado Representative Manny Rutinel 
Colorado Representative Gretchen Rydin 
Colorado Representative Katie Stewart 
Colorado Representative Rebekah Stewart 
Colorado Representative Brianna Titone 
Colorado Representative Tammy Story 
Colorado Representative Elizabeth Velasco 
Colorado Representative Jenny Willford 
Colorado Representative Steven Woodrow 
Colorado Representative Yara Zokaie  
Connecticut Representative Kate Farrar 
Connecticut Representative Nick Menapace 
Delaware Representative Kendra L. Johnson 
Delaware Representative Eric Morrison 
Delaware Representative Cyndie Romer 
Delaware Representative Kim Williams 
District of Columbia Councilmember Matt Frumin 
District of Columbia Councilmember Christina Henderson 
Florida Senator Dr. Barber Sharief 
Florida Senator Carlos Guillermo Smith 
Florida Representative Robin Bartleman 
Florida Representative and Minority Leader Fentrice Driskell 
Florida Representative Dr. Anna V. Eskamani 
Florida Representative Gallop Franklin 
Florida Representative Dotie Joseph 
Florida Representative Angie Nixon  
Georgia Representative Lisa Campbell 
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Georgia Representative Lydia Glaize  
Georgia Representative Shea Roberts 
Georgia Representative Kim Schofield 
Hawaii Representative Kim Coco Iwamoto, Esq. 
Hawaii Representative Dr. Amy Perruso 
Illinois Senator Graciela Guzmán 
Illinois Representative Kelly Cassidy 
Illinois Representative Lisa Davis 
Illinois Representative Will Guzzardi 
Illinois Representative Lindsey LaPointe 
Illinois Representative Camille Y. Lilly, Assistant Majority Leader 
Illinois Representative Joyce Mason 
Indiana Representative Matt Pierce 
Iowa Senator Art Staed 
Kansas Representative Suzanne Wikle 
Kentucky Representative Lindsey Burke  
Kentucky Representative Adrielle Camuel 
Kentucky Representative Nima Kulkarni  
Kentucky Representative Lisa Willner 
Maine Representative Anne Graham 
Maine Representative Michele Meyer 
Maryland Delegate Jennifer White Holland 
Massachusetts Representative Lisa M. Field 
Massachusetts Representative Steven Owens 
Michigan Senator Erika Geiss 
Michigan Representative Natalie Price 
Minnesota Senator Liz Boldon 
Minnesota Representative Robert Bierman 
Mississippi Senator Hillman Frazier 
Mississippi Representative Fabian Nelson 
Missouri Representative LaDonna Appelbaum 
Missouri Senator Tracy McCreery 
Montana Senator Mary Ann Dunwell 
Montana Senator Andrea Olsen 
Montana Senator Jacinda Morigeau 
Montana Representative Denise Baum 
Montana Representative Bob Carter 
Montana Representative Brian Close 
Montana Representative Dr. Melody Cunningham 
Montana Representative Shelly R. Fyant 
Montana Representative SJ Howell 
Montana Representative Jamison L. Isaly 
Montana Representative Kelly Kortum 
Montana Representative Debo Powers 
Montana Representative Mark Thane 
Montana Representative Paul Tuss 

4 



Montana Representative Jane Weber 
Nevada Assemblymember Natha C. Anderson  
Nevada Assemblymember David Orentlicher 
New Hampshire Senator Cindy Rosenwald 
New Hampshire Representative Mary Jane Wallner  
New Jersey Assemblyman Balvir Singh 
New Mexico Senate President Pro Tempore Mimi Stewart 
New Mexico Representative Kathleen Cates 
New Mexico Representative Eleanor Chavez 
New Mexico Representative Joanne J. Ferrary 
New Mexico Representative Yanira Gurrola V. 
New Mexico Representative Pamelya Herndon 
New Mexico Representative Andrea Romero 
New Mexico Representative Angelica Rubio 
New Mexico Representative Elizabeth Thomson 
New York Senator Jabari Brisport 
New York Senator Cordell Cleare  
New York Senator Patricia Fahy 
New York Senator Kristen Gonzalez 
New York Senator Michelle Hinchey 
New York Senator Julia Salazar 
New York Senator Gustavo Rivera 
New York Assemblymember Micah Lasher 
New York Assemblymember Grace Lee 
New York Assemblymember Linda Rosenthal 
North Carolina Senator Graig Meyer 
North Carolina Representative Kanika Brown 
North Carolina Representative Maria Cervania 
North Carolina Representative Tracy Clark 
North Carolina Representative Julia Greenfield 
North Carolina Representative Pricey Harrison 
North Carolina Representative Carolyn G. Logan 
North Carolina Representative Marcia Morey 
North Carolina Representative Lindsey Prather 
North Carolina Representative Renee A. Price 
North Carolina Representative Amos Quick III 
North Carolina Representative Julie von Haefen 
North Dakota Senator Ryan Braunberger 
Ohio Representative Munira Abdullahi 
Oklahoma Senate Minority Leader Julia Kirt 
Oklahoma Senator Nikki Nice 
Oklahoma Representative Ellyn Hefner 
Oregon Senator Sara Gelser Blouin 
Oregon Senator Wlnsvey Campos 
Oregon Senator Dr. Chris Gorsek 
Oregon Senate President Pro Tempore James I. Manning Jr.   
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Oregon Senator Deb Patterson 
Oregon Senator Lisa Reynolds 
Oregon Representative Mark Gamba 
Oregon Representative Lesly Munoz 
Oregon Representative Travis Nelson RN, BSN 
Oregon Representative Ricki Ruiz 
Oregon Representative Andrea Valderrama 
Oregon Representative Jules Walters 
Oregon Representative Lamar Wise 
Pennsylvania Senator Nikil Saval  
Pennsylvania Representative Tim Briggs 
Pennsylvania Representative Jenn O’Mara 
Pennsylvania Representative Chris Rabb 
Pennsylvania Representative Tim Sohosky 
Rhode Island Senator Dawn Euer 
Rhode Island Representative Jennifer Boylan 
Rhode Island Representative Cherie L. Cruz 
South Dakota Representative Eric Emery 
Tennessee Representative Aftyn Behn 
Tennessee Representative John Ray Clemmons 
Texas Representative Lulu Flores 
Texas Representative Josey Garcia  
Texas Representative Christina Morales  
Texas Representative Claudia Ordaz 
Texas Representative Lauren Ashley Simmons 
Texas Representative Charlene Ward Johnson 
Texas House Minority Leader Gene Wu 
Texas Representative Erin Zwiener 
Utah Representative Minority Leader Angela Romero 
Vermont Representative Esme Cole 
Vermont Representative Mike Mrowicki 
Vermont Senator Tanya Vyhovsky 
Virginia Senator Jennifer B. Boysko 
Virginia Senator Jennifer Carroll Foy 
Washington Senator Noel Frame 
Washington Senator Rebecca Saldaña 
Wisconsin Senator Melissa Ratcliff 
Wisconsin Senator Kelda Helen Roys 
Wisconsin Senator Mark Spreitzer 
Wisconsin Representative Mike Bare 
Wisconsin Representative Karen Kirsch 
Wyoming Representative Karlee R. Provenza 
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